Fall

The leaves fall off the trees and you have to rake. You throw the leaves on the
road where the cars go by and the leave sucker comes by. The leave sucker is a
special vacuum cleaner for the leaves. If you use the other vacuum cleaner the
leaves will get stuck. -Aaron, age 3

In the fall I don't see my Mommy so much because she has to go to school all the
time and my dad goes to work. My sister and me stay with Auntie Gramma.
Sometimes I call her Mommy by mistake, but I don't like that because I already
have a Mommy and I only need one mommy and one Daddy and one sister Abbie.

- Ethan, age 3

It rains lots of times. The leaves can get wet and fall off the trees. The dirt can get wet and turn to
mud. If you walk in it your shoes can get muddy. Turtles like mud to stay warm when it's too cold. Frogs
do too- I even saw the picture in the book. They go in the mud at the bottom of the pond. When people
get muddy they gotta take a nice warm bath. The turtle takes a bath in the pond! -Parker, age 3

We carved pumpkins at Growing Places. Mommy made two pumpkins. My dad sat in the corner and made
a bat and everything else on his pumpkin. I helped mommy cut the pumpkin. We had to get the seeds
out. They were cold and messy. We put the pumpkins in the garden. Then we had pizza with lots of other
kids and moms and dads. My pumpkin was a witch. It was a funny witch, not scary. And I went trick or
treating too. I went to peoples house. They thought I was a walking stick and gave me lots of candly.
-Dawsyn, age 3

I helped Mommy and Daddy with scooping out the sticky in my big huge pumpkin and tried to get the
pumpkin really clean inside. Teacher never ever saw a clean pumpkin like that! My hands were on the
pumpkin face and the face was surprised. Then I listened to scary stories. I was going on the float but
it broke. Mommy said it sank/ - Macy, age 3

For Halloween I was captain America and my brother was
Superman. I was going to ride on the float with the other
kids and all the pumpkins but Daddy didn’t come because
the tractor battery didn't work. I ran really fast to the
parade, and went trick or treating and I ate lots of candy
at home! - Quinn, age 3

It was Halloween. You say trick or treat so you can get
candy. You have to wear costumes for Halloween and real
clothes aren't costumes. Some costumes are beautiful,
like lady bugs and butterflies and princesses. Some are
scary. Monsters, wolves, witches and ghosts are scary.
Pumpkins and clowns are silly. Mama takes me trick or
treating. When someone gives you candly you say thank you
and take it home and share it. - Lily, age 3
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Fire Safety Week

You spray a hose to put the fire out. But first you have to get out of the house because there's fire and
you don't want to get burned. Fire is hot and dangerous and crackly and smoky and you can’t breathe
very well because too much smoke makes you cough. That's why you got to get out of the house.

Ethan, age 3

If you find matches you need to give them to a grown-up because they are not for children. They would
get burned. Matches are to start fires and fires are hot so don't touch fire or you can get burned.
Macy, age 3

Fire trucks are red. Fire is red and hot. Very very hot. A fire man and the fireman's puppy go get the

people out of the fire. Quinn, age 3 \

Fire fighters drive fire engines to the fire. They spray the fire with water
because they're scared the fire will burn them and it will. But they're brave
aren't they because they help people even if they are scared. Fire fighters are @
like super heroes. Dawsyn, age 3

Firefighters wear scary coats and helmets because the fire is going to burn them and their special
clothes keep them safe. They hose the fire and turn it off. Never hide if there is a fire. Get out!
Parker, age 3

Everybody screams when there is a big fire in the house because it's so scary. You have to jump out the
window or stay on the roof so your mom can come get you, and then you run away as fast as you can.
Concrete doesn 't burn so you should go on the sidewalk or find your mom and dad and sister by the tree
or at Miss Ruth's house. Aaron, age 3

Fire is hot. I can't touch it because I will get burned. I see fire in my fire stove and don't want to get
burned so I got to stay back. My mom puts wood in the stove to keep me warm. When we go camping in
my tent my dad makes a fire to sit around it. Ben, age 2

My Daddy puts wood in the fire so I can make marshmallows. You blow on
them because they 're really really hot. A stove is hot and kids can 't use the
stove because you can burn yourself. I burned myself on my mom's stove
and cried and I got to get ice on it and a band aid on it. Lily, age 3

Fire fighters have to wear a suit so the fire doesn't burn them. They wear
a hat so they don't get bonked on the head with burning stuff. Fire trucks
are red so everyone can see it and get out of the way. It makes a loud noise
to get people out of the way. I have to cover my ears because it is so loud
it hurts my ears. Evan, age 3

You put logs in the fire and it becomes big. Me and my dad do it together
because it's hard work and it's dangerous for Ilittle boys. Nolan, age 3
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Where does Applesauce come from?

We went to the apple farm. It's called a orchard
because it has lots of apple trees. We had to use
something special so we could reach the apples high in
the tree. We put the apples in buckets. Lots of apples
fell on the ground. They are bruised. The deer will eat
them in the winter. Sawyer, age 4

We made applesauce. First you have to wash the
apples so you can get them clean. You wash them
with a cloth in a big pan of water. Sometimes the
water goes all over the floor and then you sljp so you need a big towel to
stand on. Lily, age 3

You cut the apples into little pieces because if you don 't cut them it will take
a very very long time to cook them. Some were red and some were yellow
and red, and some were green, and some were Iittle and some were huge.
Stars and seeds are what you find when you cut them open. Nolan, age 3

We put the little pieces in the pot. You have to add a little bit of water
because it helps the apples cook. You put the pot on the stove to cook the
apples.- Lilyanna, age 4

We cook the apples on the stove. The apples just get smooshty and very hot
and the apple mush is full of seeds and skin and bubbly juice too. It's very
very hot so only the teacher can touch the pot and stir the apples.

- Lily, age 3

Then you put the hot mushy apples in the cranker. It's called a Foley food mill.
When you turn the crank the apple sauce goes in the holes into the other pot and
the seeds and skin stay in the top. Then it is really apple sauce! But it's still too
hot to eat and it's alreadly time to go home! -Lilyanna, age 4

Createu Dy Iutln vvite 10r orowing riaces 2u12



Things that I am thankful for..

Mommy and Daddly because they give me hugs and kisses when they leave and when I
go to bed and when I get hurt and when I'm sad and just because they love me. Playing
because I like all the toys and my friends and my sister. My home because I see my
Mommy and Daddy and Sister and Brynn, my dog, and I feel happiest there. Trees
because things grow, like apples and oranges and the flowers in my dream and birds in
their nest. Mommy cooking dinner so the food is ready when it's ready. School
because I like playing with my friend Parker and the other kids- building blocks and
making trains. Giraffes because they can eat tall trees and if I was a giraffe I could
eat the apples right off the top of the tree and that would be great. Ethan L., age 3

My friends at school because I love to play with them. Mom because she takes care of me and she picks me up
and she takes me to the doctor when I'm sick. Dr. Harter because she checks my bones and ears and throat
and gives me bad medicine that I spit out but it makes me feel better. My Daddy because he takes care of me
and he's going to put me at college. The snow because it's pretty but you have to be careful so the car doesn't
slip on the pile in the road. Snacks, because we share at school and they taste yummy. Growing Places because
I Jove my friends and the fish in the pond and my wall because I think it's beautiful- Macy Q., age 3

My Mom and Dad because they love me and take care of me and give me dinner and 3
brownies. My big brother because he loves to play with me and I love to play with him. ()
My sister because she goes to school and she's really smart. Growing Places because it's
my favorite place and I Jove to play there and eat snack and go in the garden and read
stories and I have my own wall for my pictures. My dogs and cats because they are my
friends when I don't have anyone else to play with. Sunshine because it's so warm and
it's good for people because they are happier when the sun shines. Turkeys because I
like to watch them in the woods, they look funny running around and they gobble. Drinks
because when I'm thirsty that's just what I need.- Dawsyn M., age 3

I'm thankful for Mommy because she gives me food and strawberry milk and she takes care of me and my baby
brother. My baby brother because I feed him and take care of him and he's going to play with me when he gets
big. Apples because we can make applesauce. Purple because it's my favorite color. Flowers because they are
pretty and they smell good and butterflies like them. Goats because they are so cute. Renee T., age 3

Big stars because they look pretty in the sky. Mommy because she feeds me and takes care of me and plays
with me and takes me to school and I love her. Daddy because he takes me to work and where ever he goes I
go with him so he doesn't have to go all by himself. Sissy because she's my best sister. Libby because she's my
special dog. Gramma's house because that's where she takes care of me. Parker F., age 3

My Mom because she "milks” me. My Dad because he takes care of me and my baby Nettle. Baby Nettle because
I like to make her stop crying. My home because Mom is there. My fire place because it keeps me warm. My
window because I can see the chickens and it keeps me cool in the summer when it's hot. The chickens because
they are friendly. Chocolate cake and chicken nuggets with ketchup because they are sweet. My friends at
school because we play with all kinds of toys together. The garden at my school because it has lots of flowers
and plants and a rainbow house and a giant caterpillar for hiding in and climbing on and jumping off.

- Nolan D., age 3
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My mom because she gives me cereal and she takes care of me when I'm sick sometimes. My
dad because I Jove to wrestle with him on his bed and play basketball with him. Lindsay
because she's my big sister and she jumps on the trampoline and she goes for lots of walks
with me. Britney because she takes me to Mike's pool when it's really hot. Buddy Bear
because he keeps me company at night. My room because it has a bunch of toys flashlights
k and my bed. Spiderman because he saves people. My lawn mower because I like to help Dad
"~ and sometimes I mow Miss Ruth's grass.- Aaron M., age 3

My Dad because we play and paint the house and wrestle and I hug him. My mom because she's my mom, and she
helps Daddy make dinner when I'm hungry. My brother because he plays with me and teaches me things he
learns in school. Chinese food because I love it so much. Halloween because I Jove to eat candy. My schoo/
because I like to play soccer and run the fastest and make the huge giant puzzle with my friends. My birthday
because Mommy and Daddy give me a cake.- Quinn D., age 3.

Daddy because I love him. Mommy because she takes special care of me. My boys [brothers] because they keep
me safe and play with me. Pappy and Gramiere because I Jove to go to their house. My cat, but she just died.
Carrots because I eat them and they ‘re my favorite. Pink and Purple because they are so beautiful, and Mommy
is going to paint my wall pink. My room because I like to sleep in my bed and play with my babies and that's where
they live. My blankies and my big stroller because I feel warm and cozy. Tops because I want to get food for
my dinner tonight. - Lily B., age 3

Sunshine because it gives us sun so we can have morning time and fun playing outside (\%)
and working to carry firewood so we can have camp fires and toast marshmallows. My N
body because it works really well for flipping and running around in circles. Mommy ~ Y
because she takes care of me when I'm sick and she loves me more than anybody in the ——# <3 (I )
whole wide world. My dance teacher because she is teaching me how to dance. Josh Ay
because he's my step dad and I love him so much. My brother and sister and Auri

because we all live together. Growing Places because it's a nice peaceful place to be. Lilyanna C., age 4

My fingers because I can wiggle them, and scratch my back, and pick things up, and suck on
them. Mommy because she gives me hugs and kisses and stuff. My sister because she's my
friend and I love her. School because I love my friends. Sleeping in my nice warm bed.
Butterflies because I can catch them high in the sky and they are beautiful. My garden

because it gives me food. Bees because they buzz and make honey, and I love honey because
it's sweet. -Kodah C., age 2

Mommy and Daddy and Griffin because they are my family. Growing Places because I play with
my kids and we go in the garden and play play play....Horses because I see them when I'm in the car. My house
because it has my toys, and I eat dinner there, and go to sleep there. Birds because they eat worms, and got
wings, and make pretty sounds. My pool because I can go swimming when it's hot. Connor M., age 3

Mommy because she takes care of me when I am sick, and takes me to the doctors. She loves me more than
anyone and she's like magic. The park because I love to go play there. My friends because we love to play
together, and share things, and laugh, and run around. Goats and pigs because I like the way they sound.
Firetrucks because they put out fires. Lollypops because they taste good. Cash registers because they help
people buy food. The pond at school because it has fishies, and they play hide and go seek in the lilies.

Evan B., age 3
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All About the Sun

The sun is really really hot because it's a big ball of fire far far
away in the sky. If the sun shines it gets warmer. It's so bright,
it hurts my eyes when I look at it. - Connor M., age 3

The sun feels warm on skin. It feels like butterflies dancing and
bees stinging. The sun helps us get morning time. It makes
rainbows when it's raining. It makes the sky red and purple and
pink early in the night. -Lilyanna C., age 4

The sun smells like melting snow. And green grass growing. It smells like flowers in the garden,
and mud. And it smells like the cows in the barn and swimming in the pool. It smells like pizza,
no- pizza looks like the sun. The sun is like round bubbles floating in the air. - Lily B., age 3

The sun is good for making daytime and it goes away to sleep at night. When it wakes up it's
daytime again. - Ben S., age 2

The sun is kept up in the air. It comes out of the ground in the morning and goes to sleep in the
ground at night. It shines in the water and on spider webs. When the sun makes the pond hot
the fish go in the leaves, it's cool there. The sun makes the caterpillar into a butterfly. It brings
the birds when it gets summer. - Kodah C., age 2

The moon looks like night time sun but it doesn't hurt my eyes. Sometimes it looks like cookie
monster took a bite. It won't burn like the sun. The sun makes the moon shine. The moon is a
planet. You can see the man in the moon but there's not really a man in the moon. It's the sun
shining on the mountains up there. - Dawsyn M., age 3

The sun hurts your eyes because it's so bright. I have to put the thing that hooks on the window
when I go in the car. Or you can wear black glasses like Mommy- they ‘re called sun glasses. Some
people call them shades. - Ethan L., age 3

The sun makes bright in your eyes and makes me hot. And then I get thirsty thirst thirsty.
Sometimes when I go out in the sun I get sweaty and water comes out of my skin and then I get
thirsty thirsty thirsty again. - Macy Q., age 3

The sun is not made of anything. Well, it's kind of made out of paper but it can burn and it goes
everywhere. But not under the trees. It can make people sick if they stay out too long and burns
their skin red. - Aaron M., age 4

The sun is a yellow circle up in the sky. It has long points that come down and make us warm.
- Quinn D., age 3

The sun goes up and down. When it goes up it's morning and when it goes down it's night time.
Sometimes it goes in the clouds and you can't see it but it's not dark because the sun is up. Sun
flowers are tall, tall flowers that try to touch the sun and they look like the sun too.

- Parker F. , age 3
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All Around the World In the Winter

In the summer it's hot and in the winter it's cold. The butterflies fly
far away and birds fly far away because it's cold here and warm
someplace else. When it's cold the leaves fall off the trees. When it's
always warm the trees get really really tall. The birds and the butter-|
flies rest up high in the tree. They stay safe from the coyotes because
the coyotes can't climb trees and eat them up. The coyotes can eat the
animals on the ground but chipmunks go to sleep under the ground so the
coyotes can't see them. The chipmunk keeps nuts in the ground where
he sleeps so he can eat the nuts and the coyote can't see him. Coyotes
eat rabbits and chickens and eggs, and you hear them at night.

Ben S., age 2

Bees go in their nest in the trees when it gets cold. Frogs go in the bottom of the pond in the muck.
Eeeew! Turtles do too. The fish go in the water at the bottom of the pond because it's warmer
down there. Mice go in a tiny little hole in the ground. Skunks might go in a cave. Bears go in a cave-
but not the same one. Skunks spray stinky out of their tail and make the bear mad! So he has to
live someplace else, like underground. Birds go in the trees to get out of the snow. When it's not
snowing they eat worms but when it snows they go to the bird feeders. Connor M., age 4

Penguins and polar bears and reindeer and Santa Claus like winter. They always live in winter and
never summer. It rains in the summer and makes sticky mud. Polar bears and penguins don't like
sticky mud. Polar bears are white. Snow is white! Mud is brown. If the polar bears roll in the mud
they can't be white. Kodah C., age 2

The desert is sunny and hot. Sometimes it rains in the desert but only a tiny bit. Camels live in the
desert. They don't need too much water because they have a bump on their back. When it gets
windy the sand hurts your eyes and your skin. The people wear clothes that cover their face and
skin so the sand doesn't hurt and the sun doesn’t burn their skin because it is sunny sunny sunny
there. But if they cover their eyes too much they might walk into cactus. Then you would get poked
very badly with sharp pokey things! Lilyanna C., age 4

Snow is kind of slippery and you fall down. If you go out in bare feet they get freezing cold. You
have to wear snow boots so you don't ruin your new shoes and they keep your feet warm. You don 't
wear show boots in the summer- you go barefoot or wear shoes. The ground gets too hot because
it is summer and it's hot. Sometimes it never snows so the kids never wear snow boots and snow
pants. In some places it's always summer! But I like snowt Evan B., age 3

Bananas cannot grow in places that snow because they need lots of
summer. Snow water is too cold but they need to grow where it rains and
rains. Some kids live where it never snows and it's always summer. They
even have a banana tree in their yard! They don't go sledding and make
snow angels and they don't shovel the sidewalk cuz it's not snowing-
ever. They can go to the beach and they can go to the playground. They
can wear bathing suits and go barefoot whenever they want- even in the
winter because it's always summer/ Lily B., age 3.
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Sometimes it just rains all winter. The ground gets too
muddly. The sun comes out and dries it. When it rains and
rains and rains the plants and trees and flowers grow into
a jungle. Monkeys live in the jungle, and giant snakes and
parrots that are green and yellow and red and orange birds. ;| € .
The jungle is filled with butterflies because it never snows s &&7@.—;# s
and butterflies do not fly in the snow because it is too cold.

By Renee T., age 3

I like summer because you can go in the sprinkler. I have a old sprinkler but it doesn't work.
Running in the sprinkler is like running in the rain. The sprinkler makes the grass all wet and the
rain makes the grass all wet so it can grow. When it doesn 't rain the grass is hot and scratchy,
and when it rains it's cool and soft and nice to roll in.. By Quinn D., age 3

It's cold and the trees blow in the winter. So you stay in the house and paint and play. My daddy
paints my wall in the winter. We don't go in the zoo in the winter because the monkeys stay
inside, not outside. In some places it's always summer and the monkeys live in jungle and play in
the trees all day long. They sleep in the night and when it's morning time they climb in the trees
and get a banana. But they can't live when it's winter because bananas can 't grow when there is
winter and monkeys love bananas! By Parker F., age 3

It's cold in the winter time. The grass goes to sleep. When it snows it makes a blanket. When
the leaves fall of f the trees the trees go to sleep. The chipmunks go to sleep in the ground. They
sleep in a chipmunk room and they keep nuts in a different chipmunk room and they go potty in
a different room in their hole. Chijpmunks do not like snow so they sleep all winter long like the
trees and the grass. Bears go to sleep in a cave. I go to sleep in my warm house and my blankets
keep me warm and cozy. By Macy Q,, age 3

I would like it to be summer always because I like to go to the playground and ride my bike. T
have a big boy bike but you can't ride a bike when it's all snow because it gets stuck in the snow
and you fall down. You can't move your legs very easily when you have
snow pants on but you can when you wear shorts and just pants.

Ethan L., age 4

I /ike to make a snowman in the winter. You roll the balls- three
different sizes. First you make a big one for the bottom, then smaller,
then smallest of the head. You make a nose with a carrot and use rocks
for the eyes. You put a scarf on his neck. I like white the best but blue

- shows better on the snow. Then you make the arms with sticks that

| o IR p- you find on the ground. Some kid's live where there is no snow. But that
"1\ w means it's summer all the time. That would be awesome! Some places

w * in the world it snows when it's summer and it's HOT in the winter!

Here it is cold in the winter and hot in the summer.
-Dawsyn M., age 4
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Mother Earth and Her Children

The Earth is Mother Earth because she gives us food. She grows
fruit and vegetables for us to eat- like carrots and potatoes and
cucumbers and oranges. If someone chops down the apple tree it
will die and no more apples will grow. Then the people and deer
won 't have enough apples. Mother Earth takes care of the zebras
and the fish and the baby fish because she gives them clean water
in the ocean and lakes. If people dump gluppity glup in the lakes
and ocean the fish will die- and we want to have clean water to
drink. - Dawsyn M., age 4

Apples grow on apple trees and they have seeds so more apple trees can grow. Woodpeckers get
bugs from trees. We need the bugs for frogs and spiders. I don't like spiders but I don't kill
them. I put spiders outside because that is their home and they eat mosquitoes. I don't like
mosquitoes because they make itches on my arm. But spiders eat them so they don't bite me.

- Macy Q., age 3

Birdwatchers like to watch birds. I like to watch fish and go fishing. Then when I catch a fish
I eat it for dinner. Sometimes I pick up garbage that someone threw on the ground. I plant
flowers because I love them because they are beautiful. Flowers that grow on trees turn into
fruit for us to eat.

- Connor M., age 4

Some caterpillars are poisonous and somehow the other animals know they shouldn't eat it so it
can turn into a butterfly. Giraffes have a long long long long neck that can reach leaves in the
top of a tall tree, and they can also see lions and cheetahs when they are far away and they can
run fast because they have very long legs. Ostriches can run fast too. Animals and people need
each other. People can take care of animals by taking care of
Earth. - Lilyanna C., age 5

We need butterflies and bees to make flowers and drink out of
flowers. Butterflies like people, but if you catch a butterfly the
powder comes off the wings and they can't fly. Sometimes
people catch butterflies with a net and then you have to let it
be free. If youputa butterfly ina jar it will die because it really
wants to fly all around the Earth.- Lily B., age 3

I take care of the Earth by living on it and going to school to
learn about animals and flowers and things that protect trees
from falling down. Trees help us build stuff like our house. Birds
and squirrels and all kinds of insects live in trees. Trees grow
food like apples and bananas. Bananas don't grow around here-
only where it is hot and never snowing.- Nolan D., age 4
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Animals and people live on Earth. Trees and plants and flowers and
fruits and vegetables grow in the garden. You don't want to have
garbage on the ground because you can't grow flowers and fruit in
garbage. If you throw garbage in the water the sharks will eat the
garbage and they will get sick. We don 't want to swim in water when
it has garbage in it and sharks don't either. If people or animals eat
garbage they get sick. Animals need trees to live in and good food to
eat. Not macaroni and cheese though- just bugs or other animals, or
they eat plants. We need flowers in my house and in the garden to
make everything beautiful.- Kodah C., age 3

Fish need clean water so they don't get all gluppity gloppy and have to leave and go somewhere
else. But fish can't walk because they need clean water even so they can swim to clean water.
People need clean water for the pool and to drink and wash and cook spaghetti. You do not want
to eat gloppity glup because it's so disgusting/- Parker F., age 3

Lions and rhinoceroses and butterflies and people have to share the whole earth so we have to
keep it clean. If the water gets all yucky the man can’t go fishing because the fish will be all
dead. If you see garbage in the water you should throw it away. - Quinn D., age 3

If we scribble on the paper and throw it away we need to cut down more trees. We need to
plant more trees so the animals have a place to live. Someone took all the horns off of rhinos
with a jig saw and they died. People went to jail because that was very bad. It's okay to kill
animals to eat, but it's not okay to kill rhinos. - Aaron M., age 4

If you dump lots of garbage where the animals live they might eat it and get sick. If we eat
garbage we will get sick. We are smart and don't eat garbage, but the animals don't know it's
garbage . Y\ They try to eat it and choke. I put my garbage in the trash, or give it to my mom.
I never throw it on the ground. - Ethan L., age 4

Animals need trees. Giraffes eat them and birds live in them and people live in houses made of
trees. Squirrels play and live in trees. Food grows in trees- apples and bananas and oranges.
Trees give us food. -Renee T., age 3
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Animals All Around the World

Giraffes spit on me at the zoo! They have long legs and their necks are long so they are tall enough
to reach the leaves on tall trees. Sometimes the baby giraffe mama. And
when they get bigger they can reach the trees too. - Lily B., age 3

Lions roar. Lions eat zebras with their sharp teeth. Lions have to run
very fast to catch zebras for dinner. Zebras look like horses. They are
black and white and they like to eat grass. Lions and zebras like hot hot
weather. They do not like snow! - Kodah C., age 2

Mama lions carry the baby with their teeth. She has to be very careful
with her teeth so she doesn't bite the baby with her SHARP teeth!

- Evan B., age 3

Ostriches live in Australia. They are the biggest bird in the world. They are even too big to fly. But
they can run very fast. They are very big and have very fluffy tails. They have long legs for running
and a long neck for reaching. They bury their heads in the sand when they want to hide, but they
can't hide very well because their whole body is sticking out of the sand! - Lilyanna C., age 5

Elephants live in Africa. They are really big and have trunks. They use their trunks for spaying water
to cool themselves and for carrying very heavy trees. They eat with their trunk. Elephants are
HUGE! Baby elephants are even bigger than me. - Nolan D., age 3

Kangaroos live in Australia. They have giant feet so they can jump really far. They have a pocket for
Joey, that's the baby kangaroo. They have a big thick tail. I think
Jump but maybe not because tails are for waggling. - Connor M.
age 4

Rhinoceroses are called rhinos. The have horns on their face
because they gotta knock stuff down. They have skin like a \
elephant. They are so big they can't run very fast. But if there is
a rhino running to you get out of the way so you don't get poked.

- Lily B., ag

Monkeys live in South America and Africa. Some monkeys live it
zoo. They like to swing from tree to tree. They use their hand’s
and feet when they are swinging. They have hands with fingers ju:
me. They have feet like mine too, but the big toe works like a thumb. They like to eat bananas. -Ethan
L., age 4

Tigers live in caves I think. They are big dangerous cats. They roar. They have stripes and big sharp
teeth for eating animals. Some tigers are orange with black stripes, and some are white with black
stripes like zebras. -Renee T., age 3

Sheep live in lots of places around the world. A dad sheep is a ram. They have curly horns. Sheep's
fur is called wool. It's used for making coats and sweaters. Baby sheep are called lambs.
- Dawsyn M., age 4
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A Tribute to Mothers

I was in Mommy's tummy and | was crying because | didn't want to come out. She helped
me grow up until I'm almost four. She kept me safe in her tummy and | got out and she
keeps me safe now. She holds my hand when | cross the street, and she gives me good
food that makes me strong. My favorite is noodles with butter, and apples and bananas.
She gives me pancakes for breakfast. She puts me to sleep, and reads stories to me.
Sometimes | have bad dreams and when | open my eyes | see my mommy. Sometimes
when she goes away | want to find her but she is taking a shower. Sometimes | cry
because | miss her, but then she comes back- every time she comes back. | can hug her
so much because | love my mommy really so much. Macy Q., age 3

My Mom always lets me go outside by myself but sometimes she doesn't. But I tell her “No
bad guy's gonna mess with me!” She brings me to Growing Places. I'm going to surprise
her at the Mother's Day Tea and she's going to see my beautiful projects on my wall. She says “don't let Nate
hit you on the head with a shovel” and she takes care of me when I'm bleeding and puts band-aids on my
booboos. She kisses me when I’'m sad and hugs me all the time. She loves me lotsa much and gives me huge
hugs like bear hugs. | love my Mom real much! Evan, age 3

I love my mom because she makes dinner and watches Dora with me. We go outside together and she puts
lotion on me because we might get sunburn. She lets me go to Daddy's work. She takes me to Shelly's and to
the store to buy groceries. She makes chicken salad for me- that's my favorite. She reads The Cat in the Hat
and Bunny Rabbit. She snuggles up with me when it's time for bed. She makes me laugh and she loves me
too! | love her three!l- Dawsyn M., age 4

My mom is really tall. She tucks us into bed. She do's her homework. She goes to school to learn. She takes

me to school so | can do lots of things and get bigger and learn and play with my friends. She takes me to the

zoo, and to the park. She lets my friends come to my house so we can play. She makes pizza and pickles.
Actually she doesn't make them but she gives them to me when my Dad brings them home. We go to the store

where there is cold ice cream and | got ice cream at my house too. She teaches me how to brush my teeth. |

help her make flowers. She played with Paxton while Dad helped me make a pumpkin for Halloween. We give

each other presents. She gives me toys and | made a necklace for her. | love Mama “wery wery wery wery”
much and she loves me too! Parker F., age 3

Mommy helped my brother in the hospital because he was sick and she takes care of me and gives me
medicine when I'm so sick. She puts my brother to sleep. | go to sleep by myself but my Mom reads me stories
because | have lots of books at my house. She makes potatoes and meat for dinner. She sings Twinkle little
star how | wonder what you are. Mommy watches TV with me and she takes me places like the store. She
brings me here because | like it so much. | love my Mom as much as the whole world. Renee T., age 3

My Mom takes care of me. She gives me food like eggs and good hotdogs that aren't spicy. She washes my
clothes and cleans the house, and gives me a bath. She helps me do schooling with Ayla. She takes me out to
eat at MacDonalds. She takes care of the animals- Sunshine, Nibble and Lily, and the babies,one is
Badger,and Teddy and Sweetie. | help her. She gives me vitamins when | get sick. | think my mom is beautiful
and | love her so much. Ben S., age 3

| have the best Mom ever because she puts the dishes away and makes dinner. She
makes yummy chicken and dip, and she puts the chicken on my plate so | can dip
it. She gives me strawberries and grapes. She buys my clothes so | can put them
on my body so I don't get cold. Mommy yells at Marshall when he spits at me. She
says “Pick up the toys", and we pick up the toys. She takes me to Vick's and to Tops
when she goes to by food. When | was sick Mommy put that thing in my room so |
can feel better. She reads Dora Dora and she reads the book that has lots of colors
and maps and houses and eggs and doctors and elephants and cows and stuff. She
puts me to bed and covers me with the blankets and sings ABC's and Jesus Loves
Me, and Rock-a-by, Don't You Cry. And she kisses me goodnight. | love my Mom!
Lily B., age 3
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My mom holds me when | go to sleep. She reads stories and night night
books. She goes to the carnival with the rocket and we get a fish in the
water. She comes with me and Daddy and Reese when we get our
Christmas tree at the Christmas tree farm. She keeps my house clean
and she buys food for Daddy to cook. My Mom is beautiful because I love
her, and Mommy loves me huge much. Quinn D., age 3

My Mom is Stacy. She exercises and helps me write my name and drives

me to Grandma's house. She makes a lot of stuff for dinner. My favorite
thing is a kind of fish. She brings me to the pond to go fishing and that's
my favorite kind of fish! And she brings me to the doctor's when I'm sick-
I don't know why I didn't think of that before! She loves me. She colors
with me and writes with Griffin. That is a good mom. My mom is a great
Mom. I love her 40 years much! Connor M., age 4

My Mom- | love her so much because she helps lots of babies be born
so much, but | miss her when she's gone. She feeds me gluten free food. Well she doesn't feed us but she
cooks and gives us food. She lets me have green bubble gum, blue bubble gum, pink bubble gum, every kind
of bubble gum in the world except for gluten bubble gum. And my mom likes to have the same bubble gum as
me! She likes to tuck me in bed. She hugs me and pulls over the blankets and kisses me. She helps me make
the bed on the floor sometimes. She loves me. | know she misses me when she's gone. And Misses Witte. They
rhyme!! Lilyanna C., age 5

Once my Mom was jumping on the trampoline with me. After school me and my Mom go do something. She
makes me dinner. Sometimes she makes me Ramen noodles. Sometimes we go to Burger King together. She
puts me to bed- she makes sure | have my DS because that's what makes me go to sleep. She works in the
garden. One time Miss Ruth gave me some flowers from her garden and | helped my Mom plant them in our
garden. She lets my cousins Hannah and Zachary and Matthew come to play at my house. | love my mom and
she loves me. Aaron M., age 3

My mom always gives me a hug and lets me watch movies on the computer. My mom always makes me go to
bed when | really want to watch movies. Sometimes she falls asleep and when she falls asleep | watch movies.
She cooks for me- sometimes chicken nuggets with ketchup. Her favorite color is purple. Kim takes care of me
when I'm sick by taking me to the doctors- but | do not like doctors. Mommy puts me to bed. She sometimes
sings me bedtime songs. She walks with me when | ride my bike. She watches us play in the grass but my little
sister likes to go in the road but Kim keeps her safe. Sometimes | don't listen but my mom keeps us safe from
dangerous things. | think | should listen to my mom because she knows what's right. My mom loves me and |
love her. I love to be with her and I'm so happy Kim is my own Mother. Nolan D., age 4

I love my Mom so much!! First thing she does is tucks me in bed and the second
thing she does is kiss and hug me. She lets me go to Growing Places. | love
coming here! She keeps me safe. She doesn't let me play in the road and she
doesn't let me eat stuff that isn't food. She takes me to the doctor when I'm sick.
She plays cars with me and she takes me to the playground and to ride my bike
at BackBack Park. | can put clothes on by myself because my mom showed me
how. She has a lot of stuff to do and | help her. She helps me when my foot's
stuck. She makes red pasta and chicken, and she gets pizza at the pizza store.
She goes to work every day but she stays home in the summertime and we play
play play! | love that!! Ethan L., age 4

We have chickies at our house and Mama and Josh take care of them. She put
them in a diaper box. She takes care of me and takes me to the doctor. She loves
me soso much that she cleaned the sheets up when I puked in my bed. She makes
me feel better when | cry and she plays with me and the blocks. She loves me
and | love her so much., Kodah C., age 3
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Conesus Inlet

We went to the swamp. I saw the snapping turtle in the back of somebody's truck. And the guy was
showing us his snapper. The painted turtles don't bite but the snapping turtles do. I saw a little
toad that Renee's mom caught. It was reddish brown so other animals can't see it wery well and
eat it. I saw a snake and I saw it's tongue. It uses its fongue so it doesn't bump into everything.
Parker F., age 3

I saw a snapping turtle. I saw a dead turtle in the road too because a car ran over it. It was probably
going across the road to get to its home. It might have laid eqgs and when the eqgs crack there will
be little baby turtles that cross back to the swamp. Aaron M., age 4

I went to the swamp with my Mom and Grandma. There was lots of goose poop in the grass because
when the geese walk there that is where they go to the bathroom. It helps the grass grow. I used
a magnifying glass and it made things on the ground look bigger, like the grass and the bugs. I saw
a big fish by the waterfall. It was trying to go up the waterfall- Quinn D., age 3

I saw yellow flowers at the swamp. My sister caught a snake by the tail.
It wrapped itself in a knot around Miss Ruth s hand. I touched the snake
and he didn't poop on my hand but it pooped on miss Ruth s hand because
it was so scared. I saw a lot of birds and went on a scavenger hunt to
find stuff like birds and flowers and a spider web. I saw a snapping turtle
and I didn't want it to bite my hand off. I saw a turtle in the road. It
was dead because someone ran over it.- Dawsyn M., age 4

When turtles get scared they go inside their shell so it looks like a rock so other animals don't eat
it. I have a frog at my house and my cat tried to eat it. She is a mouse cat because she likes to eat
mouses. So the mouses don't come in my house and the cat stays outside all the time and catches
mouses.- Macy Q., age 4

I went to the swamp with Grandma and Grandpa. I saw a blackbird there. I saw the dad and mom
and two baby geese on the grass. The dad was behind the big bushes so I couldn't see him, but he
came out and they all went in the water. There were lots of geese like families with a mom and dad
and babies. I saw a snapping turtle in the back of a car. The man was going to take it home and
show his grandson, and then he was going to bring it back to the swamp where it belongs. - Ethan L.,
age 4

I saw a bird and a turtle. The turtle was in the woods in the bushes.
My mom caught a toad. It was little. I put itin the cage so everyone
could look at it and then I let it go in the woods because that's where
it belongs because that's where it lives. Their home is in the ground.
It's hard to see a toad in the leaves because they look like the
ground. - Renee T., age 3
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I saw geese flying in the sky and I saw geese in the water. They
looked like ducks and they swim like ducks, but they go honk honk
and the ducks go quack quack gquack gquack quack quack. I saw a
snapping turtle that a man in the parking lot showed us. It snapped
at the man when he tried to move it with a stick. If he used his hand
the turtle would snap it very hard and break his finger. It had a
very long neck when he was trying to bite the man. He didn't bite
because he was mean but because he was scared! Connor M., age 4

At the swamp Miss Ruth was holding a snake. It had its mouth open
very wide and it was squeezing Miss Ruth's hand very hard. It pooped on her hand because it
was so scared of all the kids and people. We touched it and it felt like a baby snake. It was a
little cold. It wasn't gooky at all. I don't like gooky but its poop smelled really stinky. And then
we let it go freein the grass because that's where it belongs. Kodah C., age 3

We went to Conesus Inlet yesterday. I saw a bunch of geese on the path. They were all ina lin
with a big goose in the front and a big goose in the back and all the little geese were in the middle.
That way the big geese can keep the little geese safe. They were walking on the path and then
they went to the water again. I went to the hiding spot and got my shoe all muddy because I was
on the tree and I fell in the mud. I saw a huge bunch of white and purple flowers called phlox
and I wanted to pick them all to myself. Then I found a better hiding spot in the grass. Lilyanna
C.,age 5

The swamp was lots of fun. I saw geese on the water. I saw a lot of baby geese with their mom
and dad. I think they were teaching the baby geese how to swim and how to find food. I heard
them going honk honk honk. I think they were saying "eat more food” to the babies. They were
eating duckweed. Duckweed is little tiny leaves that you find floating on top of the lake. There
/s so much that you can't even see the water. If you put your hand in the duckweed it will get
covered with little tiny leaves. I don't think duckweed tastes good but ducks and geese do.
That's why it's called duckweed. Nolan D., age 4

I didn't go to the swamp but I want to tell you
about the pond in the garden at Growing Places.
There's fish there. There are three orange fish.
We don't always see them because they like to
hide under the lily pads. They hide when they
get scared. They eat the baby mosquitoes so |
they can't grow up and bite us. Frogs eat |
mosgquitoes and spiders catch them in their web
to have for lunch. If you kill a spider, it can't eat
the mosquitoes that bite us! Lily B., age 3
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